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Demon, Human, Buddha: A Feminist Perspective on
Character Portrayal in the Classical Opera Leifeng Pagoda and
Modern Drama Green Snake

LINWU Junmin, SU Hang
1. School of Arts,Minnan Normal University ,Zhangzhou Fujian 363000, China;
(2. Postdoctoral Research Station, Central Academy of Drama,Beijing 102209, China)

Abstract : Among the many classical supernatural narratives featuring snake spirits, The Legend of the White Snake stands as one
of the most widely circulated and compelling works. Over two centuries ago, Fang Chengpei adapted the folk opera into Leifeng
Pagoda , portraying the White Snake as an embodiment of " truth, goodness, and beauty. " He transformed Huang Tuyue's ending

' establis-

of " White Lady’s subjugation and Xu Xuan's enlightenment" into " mutual enlightenment of Xu Xuan and White Lady,'
hing for the first time a narrative progression from demon to human to Buddha. This version promoted Confucian values of " virtu-
ous wife, kind mother, and filial child" alongside Buddhist spirituality, positioning the supernatural feminine as " the Second
Sex" within patriarchal discourse and traditional moral frameworks. Contemporary director Tian Qinxin’s feminist reinterpretation
subverts this patriarchal narrative and feudal moral order, reconceptualizing the human-demon-Buddha relationship, deconstruct-
ing male-centered storytelling, and reimagining gender representations to reflect modern Chinese women's resistance against tradi-
tional constraints. Moreover, Green Snake explores contemporary women$ identity struggles in an era of spiritual uncertainty, re-

flecting broader concerns about the loss of humanistic values, social norms, and individual integrity.

Keywords : Green Snake; Leifeng Pagoda; Tian Qinxin; feminism
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