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Research on the Establishment of Yandu County in the
Han Dynasty and Analysis of Its Location

SHI Weizheng, LIU Xueyan, SUN Mengmei
(Institute of Cultural Relics Protection and Archaeology, Yancheng Jiangsu 224001, China)

Abstract ; Research on the establishment of Yandu County during the Han Dynasty is abundant, and previous studies have largely
confirmed that Han Yandu County was founded on the East Shagang of present-day Yancheng. Previously, research on the timing
of Yandu County$ establishment has primarily relied on the examination of historical documents, supported by archaeological evi-
dence, to analyze the county$ establishment in the context of its unique economic status and geographical location. This paper in-
tends to analyze the latest archaeological data from Yancheng, combined with a review of historical documents, to ascertain the
purpose of establishing Yandu County and thereby determine the timing of the countys establishment and location of its adminis-
trative seat during the Han Dynasty. This paper preliminarily concludes that the establishment of Yancheng County was a result of
the historical background of consolidating rule in the early Han Dynasty, "replacing kingdoms with counties" to strengthen central

power in the middle period, and " opening up the three borders"

to deepen frontier governance. It represents a significant mile-
stone in the development of the southeast coast during the Han Dynasty, reflecting the evolving policies of the Han Dynasty in re-
sponse to changing times. Furthermore, the location of the administrative seat of Han Yandu County should be at the Mawa Site,
which is now the area around the Shajingtou Site.

Keywords : Yancheng; Yandu; Han dynasty; county establishment; county administration; location analysis
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