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Survival Paradox and Ethical Selection

——Multiple Communities in Doris Lessing’s The Memoirs of a Survivor

LEI Xiaoqing
(School of Education, Quzhou University, Quzhou Zhejiang 324000, China)

Abstract : Doris Lessing’s The Memoirs of a Survivor constructs multiple communities ; consanguine community, geographical com-
munity and spiritual community. These communities are represented by different spaces: Emily’s original family, the changeable
rooms behind the wall, and " Gerald’s house" in the disintegration of the modern city. Through interpreting the triple communi-
ties with community theory and literary theories, this paper has shown Doris Lessing’s deep reflection on the community crisis and
modern civilization disasters. The end of the novel implies that the ideal community is the moral community of man, nature and
biology after the individual realizes self transcendence, which also reflects Lessing’s awakening of human self-consciousness and
her ethical selection of community survival patterns.

Keywords : The Memoirs of a Survivor; consanguine community ; geographical community; spiritual community ; moral community
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