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Flood and Drought Disasters and Socio-economic Impacts in the
Huaihe River Basin in Modern Times-Centering on Northern
Jiangsu (1900—1949)

WANG Yequan
(School of History, Anhui University, Hefei Anhui 230039, China)

Abstract : Since modern times (1900-1949) , the Huai River Basin in Northern Jiangsu has suffered from floods and droughts.
The frequency of floods is high and the destructive power is large. The frequent causes of floods are not only related to natural
conditions such as monsoon climate and the Yellow Rivers capture of Huaihe River. At the same time, there are also man-made
factors such as man-made dykes and inadequate water control in modern times. Among them, the major flood in 1931 has the
most far-reaching impact; the frequency of droughts is lower than that of floods, and they mostly occur in the summer and autumn
seasons , especially in 1929. Droughts are the most representative ; floods and droughts have had a huge impact on the Huai River
Basin in northern Jiangsu in modern times. The disasters have caused economic disorder in the basin and hit production and life.
Floods and droughts are also prone to bring various disasters in this life. The second disaster, floods and droughts also disrupted
the social order in the Huai River Basin in northern Jiangsu, and had a very negative impact on social stability.

Keywords : modern times (1900-1949) ; the Huaihe River Basin in Northern Jiangsu; floods; droughts
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