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The Influence of Linguistic and Cultural Factors on Critical Thinking
Assessment Between Chinese and British Undergraduates

HU Lianqging
(School of Foreign Language, Guangdong Peizheng College , Guangzhou Guangdong 510830, China)

Abstract : The purpose of this study is to investigate whether language differences contribute to students’ critical thinking abilities ,
focusing on Chinese and native British students in a UK university. Using the modified Watson-Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal
questionnaire, the study compared critical thinking skills and abilities for final year cohorts in a UK university. Results showed
that Chinese students had a 15% lower CT skills than their British counterparts, and difference in language skills seem to contrib-
ute 40% to the observed difference. The study suggests some approaches for developing and improving students’ CT ability.
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