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A Study of Chinese and German Year Catchword from the
Perspective of Memetics

ZHU Jia
(School of Foreigh Language and Literature, Nanjing Tech University, Nanjing Jiangsu 211816, China)

Abstract : Based on the Chinese and German Year Catchword from 2008 to 2018, which were released by Chinese authoritative
journal “Yao Wen Jiao Zi” and German Language Committee, this paper analyses the causes of popularity between Chinese and
German Words of the Year from the perspective of Memetics. Due to their simple, concise, lively and interesting forms, as well

as high concern for their background events, their capability to express ideas, effect of mass media dissemination, they become

strong memes.

Keywords: Year Catchword; memetics; contrast between Chinese and German

(ARG 5 Vo 4T)



