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The Representation of Social Actors in the Online News
Articles Regarding Trump

Kim 2018 Summit in Singapore ; A Critical Discourse Analysis

ZHANG Hui' ,ZHANG Bo’
1. The School of Foreign Languages, Tianshui Normal University, Tianshui Gansu 741000, Chiina;
2. The Research Institute of Public Opinion and International Communication, Xi'an International Studies University,

Xi'an Shanxi 710128, China

Abstract : Adopting the critical discourse analysis, the present study examines the online news articles which are selected from the
websites of The New York Times, The Pyongyang Times, The Strait Times, The China Daily and The Korea Times regarding
Trump-Kim 2018 summit in Singapore. The study seeks to delineate the news participants and to further identify the strategies a-
dopted to represent the key social actors in the online news discourse. The study reveals that the news participants involved in The
New York Times and The Pyongyang Times tend to be bi-polarized while the news participants in The Strait Times, The China
Daily and The Korea Times tend to be multi-polarized. The study also reveals that with respect to the representation of social ac-
tors, The New York Times, The Strait Times, The China Daily and The Korea Times employ a high inclusion of Trump while The
Pyongyang Times demonstrates a high inclusion of Kim. Besides, the study has found that the less-radical exclusion strategy is a-
dopted in five online news articles.

Keywords : critical discourse analysis; news website; social actors; representation
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