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Beatnik Philosophy and the Contemporary
Youth Subculture of China

YU Min
(Faculty of Foreign Languages, Huaiyin Institute of Technology, Huai’ an Jiangsu 223003, China)

Abstract : From the 1980s, part of the Chinese youth have been influenced greatly by the works and the culture of the Beat Gener-
ation. The paper summarizes the philosophy embodied in the beat works and culture such as pursuing freedom, exploring the
world, expecting peace and caring nature and tries to convey the good side of the beatniks to the young people and helps them ab-
sorb the positive energy and form the similar positive value so that they could serve the mainstream culture led by the the socilism
core value.

Keywords : beatnik philosophy; sub-culture; freedom; Zen; salvation; ecology
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