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Study on the Simplification of Chinese Characters

Based on Symbol Theory

DING Dehui, SUN Baomin

(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Yancheng Institute of Technology, Yancheng Jiangsu 224051, China)

Abstract : Since the foundation of the Peoples Republic of China, the Chinese characters have undergone two simplification re-

forms, increasing the abstraction of the pictographic Chinese characters of Chinese characters, and thus giving prominence to their

symbolic nature. At the beginning of the creation Chinese characters reveal the particular relationship between the randomicity

and agreeability of the symbol, which restricted the simplifying regulation and form in the process of the Chinese simplification.

Therefore, Chinese characters also shows the mode of thinking that human learn and transform the world. In searching for the

similarities between the symbols and the objective world, the simplification of Chinese characters also reformed the similarity

which had been perfected in the abolishment and establishment, seeking the similarity of the old and new symbols in the abolish-

ment, and breaking through the original similarity rule, thus establishing the new cognitive system and mode of thinking on the

basis of on the old cognitive system.

Keywords : symbolic theory; simplification of Chinese characters; randomicity; agreeability; similarity; cognitive system
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