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The Ruling of Imperial Power and Publishing

Industry in Early Ming Dynasty

QIN Haiming
(Academic Periodical Press, Huaihai Institute of Technology, Lianyungang Jiangsu 222005, China)

Abstract : The publication in Ming Dynasty is considered in the highest position of ancient China. However, it varied in different

periods and maintained at a lower level from Hongwu to Xuande, even less active than late Yuan Dynasty. Such a decline is

mainly attributed to the restriction of autocracy. It is mainly embodied in such aspects: the ruling classes’ focus was limited to

imperial publication to some extent; non-governmental publication was basically suppressed and strictly controlled, which was

aimed at moral cultivation and the maintenance of autocracy. In addition, intellectuals were oppressed as a whole in the tyrannical

background of early Ming Dynasty, with lower social status and bitter life, which was a severe blow on individual publication ac-

tivity. Generally, the publishing industry in early Ming Dynasty turned to be a ruling tool of imperial power, representing the rul-

ing ideas at that time.

Keywords : early Ming Dynasty; the ruling of imperial power; publishing; periodical ; intellectuals
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