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Face in Chinese and Western Culture from the
Perspective of Table Culture

LIN Lixia
(School of Foreign Languages, Fuqing Branch of Fujian Normal University, Fuqing Fujian 350300, China)

Abstract : Table culture plays a more and more important role in nowadays’ intercultural communications. We can see face cultural
differences between Chinese and Western countries from the perspective of table culture. There exist face cultural differences in
table atmosphere, urging sb. to drink, ordering food and utterances. Although both Chinese and Westerners attach importance to
face culture in communication, there are different face cultures due to history, culture basis and different thinking ways. In table
communication Chinese prefer positive face strategy while Westerners prefer negative face strategy, which reflects the core value
collectivism in Chinese face culture while individualism in Western face culture. It is only different, but not right or wrong, supe-
rior or inferior in face culture. To make intercultural communication smoothly, we have to respect and tolerate face cultural differ-
ences.

Keywords :face; table culture; collectivism; individualism; face strategy
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