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Dear Miss Zhou, ( J&/NH ;)

We have received all your application and qual-
ification forms and read them through. We all ac-
knowledge that you are really a remarkable student.
Your academic achievements and talents demonstra-
ted in other areas have impressed us greatly. But the
fact is that only 21 international students are allowed
and you are the alternative number 4. But this does
not mean that have no chance to study here. If any
of those 21 students can not enter for various rea-
sons, then there is still the hope of your enrollment.
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Euphemisms and the Violation of the Cooperative Principle

LIU Yan
(School of Foreign Languages, Anqging Normal University, Anqing Anhui 246133, China)

Abstract : The Cooperative Principle, as one of the guiding principles of interpersonal communication and the theoretical basis of
the study of pragmatics, plays a very important role in the study of euphemism. As a pragmatic phenomenon, the use of euphe-
mism should obey the maxims of the Cooperative Principle. However, while people use euphemism in communication, they vio-
late the Cooperative Principle deliberately to some extent, so listeners have to find out the conversational implicature in order to
understand their true purpose. This paper tries to analyse how the use of euphemism violates the Cooperative Principle from such
four maxims as quantity, quality, relation and manner. The paper concludes that although the use of euphemism violates the Co-
operative Principle, it doesnt impede normal communication. In order to improve our ability to comprehend, appreciate and use
language, we should put the use of euphemism into perspective.

Keywords : euphemism; the Cooperative Principle; quantity; quality; relation; manner; violation
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