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An Ecological Interpretation of Halliday's

Theory of Grammatical Metaphor

YANG Xueqin
(School of Foreign Languages, Yancheng Teachers’ University, Yancheng Jiangsu 224002, China)

Abstract : The theory of grammatical metaphor, proposed by M. A. K. Halliday, the founder of the Systemic Functional linguis-

tics, contains valuable ecological insights, which are discussed in three ways: the metaphorical nature of human cognition; lan-

guage’s constructing social reality; the relativity of scientific truths. These three aspects touch the relation between language and

the world and the nature of human knowledge, and thus provide far — reaching ecological implications.
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