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On the Usage of “Lai” and “Yi” in Oracle — Bone Inscription

WU Qi
(College of Liberal Arts, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou Jiangsu 221116, China)

Abstract:Lai and Yi are two words in oracle inscription which are used to express the future time. They have similar places.
However, if looked into them closely, the difference is very clear. Namely, they express different future times. This paper col-
lects relative data to explain their difference and comes up with the conclusion that Lai expresses the far future, while Yi expres-
ses the near future.
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