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The Lexicalization of “Shuo di( 1% /) ” in Jianghuai Dialect from a
Marker of Indirect Citation to a Particle

ZHANG Ailing
(Chinese Language and Literature School, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou Jiangsu 221116, China)

Abstract; “ Shuodi( %) ” in Jianghuai dialect is a marker of indirect citation as a postposition, indicating that the information
concerned is heard from others. The information heard from others is uncertain in truth value. In the context that information
heard from others being oppugned, the marker of indirect citation “Shuodi(1%HJ)” may lexicalize into a sentence — final particle
expressing counter —~ expectation meaning. The change from a marker of indirect citation to a marker for counter — expectation
meaning is universal, such as “Ik@({#i}})” in Shanghai dialect, “Kan/Kon(3f)” in Minnan dialect spoken in Taiwan, and
“Tte( 5T )” in Japanese. What characterized by them is that, they changed into a mood adverb before predicate or rather than
a sentence — final particle, although also expressing counter — expectation meaning. All those depend on whether the source ex-
pressions as markers of indirect citation are before or after their hosts, and whether the language which the marker of indirect cita-
tion belongs to is isolative or agglutinative. In Jianghuai dialect, the multifunctionality of “Shuo di (hua) (BEHI(35))” is the
result of the historical change of “ Shuodi( 1%.#J)” in some degree.

Keywords ; marker of indirect citation; evidential marker; counter — expectation; Shuodi (i) ; Tka ( BrifE); Shuo di

(hua) (BEHI () )
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