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On the Spirits of Lu Xiufu from ' Inscription of Restoring Prime
Minister Lu Xiufu” Ancestral Temple'' Written by Yang Ruiyun

XIA Chun-hui
( China Sea Salt Mesume in Yancheng, Yancheng Jiangsu 224000, China)

Abstract ; Lu Xiufu, Prime Minister of the late Southern Song Dynasty, lived in Chu state which is now Yancheng City. In the fa-

mous Yashan Battle, the Southen Song army was defeated by Yuan army. Unwilling to surrender to Yuan power, he bore the

young emperor on his back and died by drowning themselves to death. Yang Ruiyun, born by the beachside of Yashan where Lu

Xiufu died, was deeply touched by the patriotism of Lu. Therefore, inspired by his heroic deeds, Yang Ruiyun, assigned by the

Ming Dynasty government as Yancheng county magistrate, had made many accomplishments there. He restored the ancestral tem-

ple of Lu Xiufu and wrote an inscription to express his feelings and spoke highly of Lu’ s unyielding integrity and heroic undertak-
ing. The story of Lu Xiufu has been the full embodiment of the lofty spirit pursued by the elite scholars throughout the history.

Besides, the heroic deeds of Lu Xiufu have mainly represented the human spirits of ancient Yancheng. The spirits of Lu Xiufu

would play an important role in the development of our country. Nowadays, the spirits, endowed with new meanings and percep-

tions, will keep on motivating future generations and inspire them to move forward forever.

Keywords : Lu Xiufu; Yang Ruiyun; inscriptions; spirits

(st F %)



