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1% : He that in the moming hath heard the
voice of virtue, may die at night. This man will not
repent of living, and death will not be any pain unto
him.
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1% % Wouldst thou learn to die well? Learn
first to live
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%3 It is very difficult, when poor, not to
hate poverty; but it is possible to be rich without be-
ing proud.
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%3 : He that in his studies wholly applies him-
self to labour and exercise, and neglects medication,

loses his time: and he that only applies himself to
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meditation, and neglects labour and exercise, only
wanders and loses himself. The first can never know
any thing exactly; his light will be always intermixed
with doubts and obscurities: and the last will only
pursue shadows; his knowledge will never be cer-
tain, it will never be solid. Labour, but slight not
meditation ; meditate, but slight not labour.
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3% % : The men of the first ages applied them-

selves to learning and knowledge only for them-

selves that is to say, to become virtuous: this
was all the praise they expected from their labours
and lucubrations. But men at present only seek
praise; they study only out of vanity, and to pass for
learned in the esteem of men.
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3 ; Never slacken fidelity to thy prince: con-
ceal nothing from him which it is his interest to
know; and think nothing difficult, when it tends to
obey him.
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¥ : Do unto another as thou wouldst be dealt
with thyself. Thou only needest this law alone; It is
the foundation and principle of all the rest.
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P 3 : Lean what thou knowest already, as if

thou hadst never leamnt it; things are never so well

known but that we may forget them.
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33 : There are three things that the wise man
ought to reverence: the laws of Heaven, great man,
and the words of good man.
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%3 :He that is arrived at the fortieth year of
his age, and who has hitherto been a slave to some
criminal habit, is not in a condition to subdue it. I
hold his malady incurable; he will persevere in his
crime until death.
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1% 3 : It is not enough to know virtue, it is nec-
essary to love it; but it is not sufficient to love it, it
is necessary to possess it.
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1% : Take heed that thy promises be just; for.
Having once promised, it is not lawful to retract: we
ought always to keep our promise.
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¥ % : To sin and not to repent, is properly to
sin.
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1% X : Acknowledge thy benefits by the return of
other benefits; but never revenge injuries.
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¥ 3C: Labour to purify thy thoughts: if thy
thoughts are not vicious, neither will thy actions be
s0.
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A Study on the Eighty Maxims in The Morals of Confucius,
A Chinese Philosopher

WANG Xi-qian, LI Xin-de
(College of Foreign Languages, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou Zhejiang 325035, China)

Abstract : The Morals of Confucius, A Chinese Philosopher is considered to be the earliest English version on Confucianism. It
completely came from the French version La Morale de Confucius, philosophe de la Chine which was translated and edited from
Confucius Sinarum Philosophus by Philippe Couplet and other Jesuits. We can perceive its influence from the fact that 100 years
after its publication, no other translation ever came out. This paper intends to take the western missionaries like Philippe Couplet
as the main perspective, and focus on the eighty maxims, wishing to see how the missionaries translate the Confucian Classics,
and why.

Keywords: The Morals of Confucius; Jesuits; translation
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