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The Theoretical Origin of Mao Zedong Thought of
"Learning from Foreign Countries' and its Practical Significance

LIU He
(College of Philosophy and Management, Henan University, Henan Kaifeng 475001, China)

Abstract: One important orgin of Maos thought is the advanced cultures of all nations. Given the fact that China is far underde-
veloped than other countries, Mao, with great ambition of surpassing the UK and the USA, points out that we should take a dia-

lectical attitude toward foreign cultures, that is, eritically examining them and drawing lessons from their advantages, so much

that we can achieve a great leap in our revolution and construction, and therefore contribute significantly to human beings” pro-

gress. More specifically, the dialectical approach to foreign cultures neither means " wholesale westerniztion" , nor blind exclusiv-

ism. Rather, it means drawing lessons from their advantages and abandon their disadvantages on the basis of critical evaluation.

It is of great significance to our present construction of Chinese characteristic culture to explore how Mao realizes his critical use

of foreign cultures, and the role it plays in the formation and development of the new democratic culture and socialist culture.

Keywords; Mao Tse ~ tungs Thought; Foreign advanced culture; critique; drawing lessons; intemationalization
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