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History Restored: A Research to the
Destiny of Poets and Literary Men in Ancient
Yancheng during the Period of Abolishing Imperial Examinations

ZHOU Zi-zheng,ZHOU Yu-gi
1. Department of History, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China;
(2. Yancheng Library, Jiangsu Yancheng 224002, China )

Abstract: The reform of abolishing the imperial examinations in 1905 was one of the important political measures taken by the
Late Qing government. This article tried to look into the poets and literary men in ancient Yancheng, the changes of their destiny
and thoughts before and after the abolished imperial examinations. Some of them were obstinate, some of them began to releamn or
went to the road towards the revolution in life. The numerous and complicated Yancheng society in late Qing and early Minguo
was vividly displayed.

Keywords: Yancheng; poets and literary men; abolishing the imperial examinations; advocating new literary; local reform
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