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The Tragedy of The Scarlet Letter

YANG Gen-hua
(Chinese Language and Literature Department, Xiangnan University, Hunan Chenzhou 423000, China)

Abstract:In the late 19th century Nathaniel Hawthorne was an outstanding writer with some religious quality and complicated
thoughts in America. The Scarlet Letter representing his creations was created in 1850. This novel used the traditional religious
subject of sin and salvation to get tragic effect. It seemed that the guilty consciousness of the character which made it retum to God
but impossible actually,had became spiritual hallucination. Through the image of priest Dimmesdale, the novel conveyed to us the
illusive, self ~ contradicted ,and lonely feelings ,expressed one kind of tragic consciousness in his atonement for seven years.
Keywords ; Nathaniel Hawthome; The Scarlet Letter; Dimmesdale; tragic consciousness
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