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A Brief Analysis of Gong Zizhens Theory of Human Nature

PAN Shu-Guo' , KONG Su-jing’
1. Division of Science and Technogy Industry, Yangzhou Polytechnic College, Jiangsu Yangzhou 225009, China;
(2. School of Foreign Languages, Yangzhou University, Jiangsu Yangzhou 225009, China )

Abstract; Armed with Gao Zi$ theory that human beings in nature are neither kind nor evil, Gong Zizhen negated the Confucian
transcendental “theory of good nature® and shoole the position of Neo ~ Confucianism by launching a severe exposure of the anti
~ humannity of Neo — Confucianism in the field of the two relations between® public and private and “reason and desire” . He,
therefore, laid a solid foundation for the oncoming bourgeois enlightenment movement.

Keywords;Gong Zizhen; human nature; human desire; personality emancipation
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