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The Impossibility of the Constitution of General Will and
the Destruction of Morally Ideal State
——A Probe into the Concept of " General Will" in Rousseaus Political Philosophy

WANG Fei-yi
(School of International Relations and Public Affaris, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: With illustrating general will is the legitimacy basis of modern state, this paper explained how modemn state was consti-
tuted from the following viewpoints: regime, constitution and society. I have pointed out that the absence of general will resulted
in the legitimacy crisis of modem state. Rousseau established an ideal state of the general will which is totally different from mod-
e state 80 as to solve the legitimacy crisis. The main characteristics of the ideal state are direct democracy, rather than repre-
sentative democracy; reestablishment of positive freedom, rather than negative freedom; and requirement of general will, rather
than will of all. He cannot resovle the constitution of general will in terms of procedure and framework and the ideal state of gen-
eral will is doomed to be a visional community. ’
Keywords: general will; legitimacy; legitimacy crisis
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