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The Coexistence of Anti — morphemes in
Modern Chinese Word Construction

CHEN Xiao-yan
Chinese Department of Nanjing University Jiangsu Nanjing 210093 China

Abstract Many Chinese compound words and four — character phrases are constructed by the coexistence of anti — morphemes which are
contradictory and opposite to each other in meaning. But they co — construct lexis out of habit which is a complicated and interesting
phenomenon. This essay mainly analyzes the features of these lexis and phrases in structure and meaning. It also discusses the factors
which affect the sequence of parallel anti — morphemes in word — constructions. In the end it demonstrates the necessity of the existence
of this kind of words and phrases from the perspective of cultural psychology of Han Nationality.
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