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The Study of The Flowers in the Mirror and
Li Ruzhen’ s Phonetic Thought

ZHOU Qiyue, JIANG Funing
(School of Literature, Shandong University, Jinan Shandong 250100, China)

Abstract:Li Ruzhen partially integrated his own phonetic thought into the composition of The Flowers in the Mirror. Through
combing this section, we can get a glimpse of Li Ruzhen’ s phonological thoughts, some of which are more progressive than those
of other phonological scholars of his time, but some of which are also based on the phonological thoughts of his predecessors.
Comparing Li Ruzhen’ s phonological thoughts reflected in The Flowers in the Mirror with Lishiyinjian, it is found that the phono-
logical thoughts in The Flowers in the Mirror are more complex and diverse, which not only pays attention to the innovation of ac-
tual phonetics, but also has some ancient thoughts. This is related to the complexity of the sources of phonology and phonology in
The Flowers in the Mirror. Those from Lishiyinjian are innovative because of their association with Li Ruzhen’ s ideas of phonolo-
gy, but the contents related to archaic to ancient Chinese sounds are closely related to Li’ s creative purport, the prevailing trend
of thought in the study of ancient phonology in Qing Dynasty, and the literary language view of “seeking elegance and keeping in-
tegrity”. And it also with the “ancient” characteristics.

Keywords : Li Ruzhen ;the Flowers in the Mirror;Lishi Yinjian;the theory of phonology
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