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Life without any Blank:.
An interpretation to A Doll’ s House and The Story of an Hour
in the Context of Intertextuality

SONG Yan
(Faculty of Foreign Languages, Shanghai University of Medicine & Health Sciences,Shanghai 201318, China)
Abstract:" A Doll’s House" is a world-renowned play by Henrik Ibsen, a Norwegian playwright, and " The Story of an Hour" is
a famous short story by Kate Chopin, an American writer. Both works were written during the Women's Rights movement. Re-
search to date has focused on " A Doll’s House" and there is no study comparing them. I draw upon theories of intertextuality and
the technique in traditional Chinese painting of using blank spaces to created images to interpret these two works. I argue that this
interpretation will help readers understand better the real situation of women in marriage in the patriarchal society as the turn of
the 20th century. This comparative study of these two works provides new sights and offer novel artistic values.

Keywords : intertextuality ; the other; leaving blank space; filling the blank space
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