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Justice and Law in Agatha Christie’ s Detective Novels

ZHANG Ning, WU Li
(' School of Foreign Languages, Hubei University, Wuhan Hubei 430062, China)

Abstract : Agatha Christie is a well-known British detective novelist. Her works are not only popular among readers, but also in-
spire many scholars’ researches. The writer believes the popularity lies in the fact that Agatha’ s works exceed limitations of tra-
ditional detective novels,and explore justice and law on a higher social level and express realistic demands of the harmonious de-
velopment of ethics and law. This paper selects her three most representative novels to analyze step by step from some specific
perspective ,and explores how Agatha portrays the complex nature of those characters, and how she shows the contradiction be-
tween national legal authority and public ethical justice.

Keywords : Agatha Christie; detective novels; justice; law
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