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The Essence and Enlightenment about the Arguments between
Communitarianism and Individualism

ZHANG Zhihua
(School of Economics and Management, Yancheng Institute of Technology, Yancheng Jiangsu 224051, China)

Abstract ; We found the arguments between individualism and communitarianism did not have fundamental divergences in terms of
value, but mainly reflected on the different points of methodology, that is, they do not agree with Rawls by a rational construct
way to interpret values of Western individualism. On the study of history of the West, it just shows the process of Western Indi-
vidualism to be cultivated. Traditional Chinese Confucian culture is totally different from the west culture. It is a kind of Guanxi
communitarianism culture under state regulation. To understand Chinese peoples behavior, being nothing fundamentally different
from Western communitarianism in methodology but Chinese idea about value obviously different form the values of Western indi-
vidualism.

Keywords : individualism; communitarianism; Confucian Culture; relational community
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