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Fig. 1 Tendency in change of direct expressions of death in BROWN family
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Fig.2 Tendency in change of direct expressions of death in COHA
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A Study of the Change in the Direct Expressions of
Death in American English

REN Xiaohua
(School of Foreign Languages, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract : Due to the fear or unwillingness, people avoided directly talking about death, and adopted indirect ways if have to,
leading to large quantities of euphemisms concerning death in previous studies. Based on American English, this article investiga-
ted the direct expressions of death, and it found: most of the direct expressions about death go up as time elapses, and this paper
explained this trend from the degree of modern civilization, deepening of people cognition, and the requirement from modern so-
cial lives.
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