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The Study of Death Theme in Bret Harte’ s Short Stories

LIU Yan
(School of Foreign Languages, Yancheng Teachers University, Yancheng Jiangsu 224002, China)

Abstract ; This paper is going to analyze the existence and significance of death theme in Bret Harte’ s short stories, disclosing the
historical changes of value in the American West during the period of “the Western Movement” and “the Gold Rush” , which dis-
cusses its influence on the social system and behavior, to point out that death theme is the product of both ideology and writer’ s
intention. Understanding of death correctly benefits the construction of the relationship between human beings and nature.

Keywords : Bret Harte; death theme; value; the historical changes
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Earth-unbound Acquaintance Society: An Explanation Framework of
The Problem of Water Conservancy Disorder in Village From The
Perspective of Water Conservancy Disputes

WU Jinfang
(School of History and Sociology, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu Anhui 241002, China )

Abstract:In the past ten years, the rural society has changed greatly and the traditional acquaintance society disintegrated obvi-
ously. The paper tries to interpret the current social order changes in rural areas by analyzing the evolution of water conservancy
disputes of Jang village in Chaohu Lake. The study finds that in rural village of the traditional period, under the water resource
stress, farmers use various strategies to compete water, such as identity exclusion, family union, convincing people by reasoning.
Disputes over water conservancy happened frequently. But earth-bound acquaintance society and the Confucian order can punish
offenders timely, correct and restore the water conservancy order. Entering the new century, the mobility and rationalization of
farmers decreased water disputes, but also with the disorder of rural water resources management. The reason is that population
outflow, people-earth connection weakening, which contributed to the degradation of earth-bound acquaintance society for earth-
unbound acquaintance society. Solving the problem of rural water conservancy order cant just focus on strengthening government
responsibility, which should be consider from the rural population flow, land system, and society construction as a whole by
closely relating to the background of earth-unbound acquaintance society.

Keywords : water conservancy disputes; village; acquaintance society; earth-unbound acquaintance society
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