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Rawls’ Legitimacy of Modern Law

XIONG Wei
1. Social Science Department, Yancheng Institute of Technology, Yancheng Jiangsu 224051, China;
(2. Center for Chinese Law, HongKong University, HongKong, China )

Abstract ;In the era of disenchantment, the legitimacy of modern law has lost its way to resort to any kind of comprehensive theo-
ry. It has to be replaced by the public reason accepted by all citizens. In the process of seeking the legitimacy of modem law
through the public reason, Rawls distinguishes two aspects of legitimacy of law: specific legal norms and the constitution, accord-
ing to which the constitutional legitimacy is regarded as the core of the theory of legitimacy. The proof of the public reason to the
constitutional fundament has laid a complete set of principal for the basic justice and provided a procedural guidance as well. The
idea of public reason has not only offered a proof of the legitimacy for the entire legal order in theory, but also put forward some
specific requirements for the judicial practice. The essence of public reason is to promote equality of human value. It is? the
stick to this value that makes the law be more acceptable.

Keywords ; Rawls; legitimacy of law; public reason
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