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Lexicalization Patterns of “ Downward Going”
Motion Verbs in Acient Chinese

WANG Xianyun
(Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract . Talmy(2000) has analyzed the semantic elements conflated in motion verbs that Shi Wen ~ lei(2010) has detailed.
The “downward going” motion verbs in acient Chinese are different in conflating semantic elements including figure, ground,
path( Vector, Conformation and Direction) , motion, manner and causation, and there are fourteen different lexicalization pat-
tems. The case investigation of the “downward going” motion verbs contributes to analying their semantic relationships and reali-
zing how this analytic method makes sense in studying Chinese.

Keywords: acient Chinese; motion verb; downward going; semantic element; lexicalization pattern



