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The Definiteness Effect in Chinese YOU and English Be
Existential Sentences

YI Hong'*
1. School of Foreign Languages, Hubei Institute for Nationalities, Enshi Hubei 445000, China;
(2. Research Center for Language and Language Education, Huazhong Normal University, Wuhan Hubei 430072, China)

Abstract: This paper probes into the definiteness effect in Chinese YOU and English Be existential sentences. After a review of
the studies by Huang (1987), Abbott (1993) and Li (1996), we consider Abbott’ s pragmatic account as more flexible and
more reasonable. Definiteness Effect is not about the linguistic form ,' but for its syntactic function, that is, when the indefinite
NP appears, it is definitely new information; when the definite NP comes, it is still new information when it is fixed in appropri-
ate context. Therefore, the definiteness effect is universal.

Keywords ; Chinese YOU and English Be existential sentences; definiteness effect; pragmatic account
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From the "Life Politics' to ' Spiritual Politics"
Book Reviews on “Thirty or Fortys Shanghai Modern

Citizen Novels Value Reconstruction”

QIAN Xuchu
(Jiangsu Open University, Nanjing Jiangsu 210036, China)

Abstract ; Associate professor Zhang Juans new " thirty or fortys Shanghai modern citizen novels value reconstruction” in modern
citizen oriented values through the public imagination and urban material culture symbol re combination, and points out that the
construction of modern citizen novels of new narrative way, trying to escape from the angle of economic life, the pursuit of moder-
nity. The book of "life politics” explanation, further to the spirit of moder citizens, reveal the modem citizen change value ori-
entation and spiritual standpoint. In order to construct China citizens in twentieth Century thirty or forty urban and rural transition
spirit specimens, civic consciousness and public spirit in order to show the problem in the process of urbanization.

Keywords : thirty or fortys Shanghai modem citizen novels value reconstruction; life politics; spiritual politics
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