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The Developing Imprint of 'the Last Five — Colored Stone'" in
Ancient Chinese Novels

SI Guo-qin
( Yancheng Higher Normal School, Yancheng Jiangsu 224005, China)

Abstract; Nu Wa, who made men by mblding yellow clay and melted stones of five colores and used them to mend the cracks in
the sky, is regarded as the great mother of the human race and the genesis gods in Chinese myth. Her legend serves as a begin-
ning of ancient Chinese myth and has a far - reaching influence on Chinese culture. The story of Nii Wa mending the heaven also
has a long - lasting influence on Chinese literature, especially the ancient Chinese novels. The last five — coloured stone left after
Nii Wa mending the cracks in the sky, appeared in ancient Chinese novels, such as " Beans Canopy" , " The Story of the Stone" ,
"Wu Se Shi", " New story of the stone" and etc again and again, not as the stone itself but as persons that the stone magically
changed. The story of " The last five — colored stone" is developing all the time. It not only reflects the change of times, the devel-
opment of peoples conscious of the significance of living and civilization, but also reflects the evolution of ancient Chinese novels.

Keywords: Nii Wa; the last five — colored stone; the Story of the Stone; anti - fiction

(%8 i)



