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(1) A: Hurry up! We have made the appoint-
ment with Ms. White at four o’ clock.

B.Have you noticed today is the last Sunday in
October?

A:? (Puzzled)
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(2)A:As to the choice of the future hushand,
Jane has no rights in her Victorian family.

B1:Really? Why?

B2.0h, I really show my sympathy to her.
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On Cultural Empathy from the Perspective of

Context of Relevance Theory

YANG Chun-chun
(School of Foreign Languages, Nanjing Institute of Technology, Nanjing Jiangsu 211167, China)

Abstract : Because of the differences in cultural backgrounds and thinking models, during intercultural communications, both

sides of communication are inclined to understand information in a way which is decided by their certain cultural background.

Hence, the speaker’s information may be misunderstood by the listener, which will lead to a failure in the realization of effective

communication. Cultural empathy enables one side of communication to think on the other’ s side, thus understand what the other

side cannot express directly or what he cannot comprehend thoroughly. In all, cultural empathy is of great importance in the con-

struction of intercultural context and the realization of optimal relevance.
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