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A Study of The Autobiography of My Mother from the perspective of
Spivak’ s Postcolonial Theories

ZHOU Hui-mei
(School of Foreign Languages, Soochow University, Suzhou Jiangsu 215006, China)

Abstract ; As one of the most prominent figures of postcolonial theories, Spivak has pointed out the fact that subaltern cannot
speak. Spivak also applied feminism into her analysis, revealing the double discourse oppression females in the colony suffered.
This essay applied Spivak’ s postcolonial theories to analyze the oppression Xuela and her sister suffered as subalterns. At the
same time, the essay analyzed the consciousness awakening of the heroine to resist the oppression and seek to be self dependent.

Keywords ; Spivak; postcolonial theories; subaltern; The Autobiography of My Mother
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