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Abyss of Desire, Beauty of Cruelty and Light of Warmth

On the Classic Significance and Aesthetic Meaning of Desire under the Elms

HAN Chuan-xi
(College of Chinese Language and Literature, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875,China)

Abstract: Desire under the Elms, a famous tragedy written by Eugene ONeill, who is the major figure in American drama, has be-
come a classic masterpiece in the world, with its profound connotations and the remarkable artistic achievements. In this work,
there is an immense space of meaning constructed by three interacted aspects, abyss of desire, beauty of cruelty and light of
warmth. The neglect of any aspect will result in the meaning of the text being shaded to a certain extent;

Keywords:Eugene ONeill; Desire under the Elms; classic; desire; cruelty; warmth
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