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chunnel
smog
brunch
opamp
chunnel = chan-
nel tunnel smog = smoke fog brunch = breakfast

lunch opamp = operational amplifier

foxhole redneck ice — breaker
early bird

the apple of one’ s eye out of the

blue read between the lines

What about

turn the scales
Where there is a will there is a way.
All roads lead to Rome.

While the cat is away the mice will

play.



try/do one’ s best make money/profit

@

have an axe
to grind have a chopper to

grind  have a hatchet to grind as cool as a cucumber

as cool as a tomato  as cool
as a watermelon bear in mind at short
notice mind notice
fly into a rage to tell
the truth keep an eye on
3
follow the plough burn
daylight

kick the bucket
fifty — fifty

Uncle Tom

Two can play

the game. God helps those who help
themselves. A friend in need is a
friend indeed. rain cats
and dogs burn one’ s boats

bread and butter hus-

tle and bustle rack and ruin

safe and sound kill time

take measures

Diamond cut diamond.

Like cures like. make believe

show the

white feather

bring down the house

” “ ”

shoot

the breeze blow one’ s mind play

to the gallery

1999

Shall T compare thee to a summer’ s day /

Thou art more lovely and more temperate.

“ ‘

‘ spring / grow / shoot up like
mushrooms”

2

spend
money like water rest on one’ s oars
keep one’ s head above water
sink or swim all at sea
fish in the air fish in muddy waters
have other fish to fry plain
on the

sailing take in sail

rocks
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get one’ s goat

make sheep’ s eyes at play the gid-

dy goat separate the sheep
from the goat a wolf in sheep’
s clothing
sheep goat
2000
man’ s best friend
as
faithful as a dog It' s dogged that
does it. You are a
lucky dog. Every dog has his
day. Love me love my dog.
You can’ t teach an old dog new tricks.
4

handwriting on the

wall. Belshazzar

Prophet Daniel

Aesop’ s Fables
the goose to get the eggs

sour grape kill
the lion’ s share

under the rose

66 -

Achilles’

Pandora’ s Box

heel

" 1996

the Bible

1996

Do as you would be done by.
Let us eat and drink for tomor-
A soft

row we shall die.

answer turned away wrath.

Samaritan

Adam

“ as old as Adam” : ?
“ " Judas 12
30

God helps those
Go to hell

cave of Mam-

who help themselves.

Jesus Christ
mon as poor as a church mouse
raise Cain as poor as Job
not to know a man from Adam

loaves and fishes Lazarus and Dives

2000



Money can make even the gods.

Money makes the mare go.

se-
nior citizen the advanced in age
seasoned man graybeard
old aged

Money is a good servant but a bad master.
The love of money

is the root of all evil.

Money talks.
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On the Features and Cultural Connotations of English Idioms

CHENG Dong — hui
School of Arts and Law  Anhui University of Technology Maanshan Anhui 243000 China

Abstract Language is the vehicle of culture idioms are the prime of language since they have formed through long period of time of
utilization. ldioms are fixed words phrases or sentences which are unique in collocation grammatical structure or meaning and usually
cannot be arbitrarily altered. This article analyzes the structural and semantic features of English idioms and dwells upon the cultural
connotations of English idioms in the hope that it will be helpful to the understanding of the nature of English idioms and to English learn-
ing and teaching.

Keywords English idioms features cultural connotation

67 -



