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Table 2 Similarities in Chinese and American idioms “ Good morning " Hi * Hello " How are you * How are

things going ”
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“ Where are you going " Have you eaten yet "
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3
Table 3 Non - verbal communications between Chinese culture and American culture
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Table 4 Differences between Chinese values
and American values
information
5
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Mr. Li is introduced to Mr. and Mrs. Smith who are sitting

in Mr. Brown' s drawing — room. Mr. Smith stands up and

shakes hands with Mr. Li warmly as they are being introduced to

each other while Mrs. Smith remains seated with only a slight nod

of her head as Mr. Li is being introduced to her . According to

Western culture Mrs. Smith
A. is being proud
B. is an unpleasant and unsociable woman
C. greets Mr. Li in an acceptable manner
D. does not like Mr. Li

1 . I . .1990 4 38-40.
2 . M. 1988.

Differences in Chinese And American Cultures
and Teaching Countermeasures

JIANG Tao ZHANG Yu-cui
Department of Foreign Languages of Yancheng Institute of Technology Jiangsu Yancheng 224003 China

Abstract By analyzing and comparing the idioms greetings and body languages in Chinese and American cultures this paper probes in-
to their differences of cultures. Chinese and American cultures both have similarities and differences which in all probability lead to mis-
understanding or even worse a communicative breakdown. So we need to look into its causes and improve not only students’ language
ability but also their cultural ability in English teaching and daily communication.
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